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Burton Middle School 
 

 

THE BMS UNIFYING VISION 
 

To teach.  To shape.  To send. 
 

BMS UNIFYING MISSION 
 

BMS exists to provide a comprehensive and quality education 
in a vital and powerful environment  

where minds are engaged and challenged; 
where character is modeled and formed; and  

where service becomes an expression of who we are. 
We aspire to be a learning community 

where clarity of thinking is foundational,  
truth is pursued, and honor is a way of life. 

 
BMS UNIFYING CORE VALUES 
 

• Excellence in teaching and learning; 
  • An intentionally supportive and forgiving community; 
  • Faithfulness to our American values and heritage; 
  • The development of students as whole persons; 
  • A global perspective and experience; 
  • Ethnic and cultural diversity; 
  • The stewardship of our world’s resources; and, 
  • Service beyond what is expected. 
 
   “No act of kindness, no matter how small is ever wasted.”   

Aesop 
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CODE OF HONOR 
 
 

         OUR TRADITION IS HONOR. 
       OUR SHIELD IS KNOWLEDGE! 
        OUR QUEST IS EXCELLENCE! 
 
 
Burton Middle School is proud of our tradition of honor.  We are known throughout 
the community as an educational institution where respectful and responsible 
behaviors are valued and practiced.  We surround ourselves with the shield of 
knowledge.  Our intense desire to learn independently and together gives us focus 
and courage and safeguards us from the unexpected.   Our quest is excellence.  We 
put forth our best effort in all that we do continually achieving our personal best.  
Honorable thinking and behavior, personal and academic integrity, and a 
commitment to be the best we can be stand as our communities’ most cherished 
values and as the hallmarks of our school.  Therefore, be it known, that Burton 
Middle School students and staff are committed to live the principles expressed in 
our Code of Honor/School Motto at all times in all places. 
 
 

OUR TRADITION IS HONOR.   
Demonstrate personal integrity in thought and action.   

ACT HONORABLY.  
  

 
OUR SHIELD IS KNOWLEDGE.   

Demonstrate personal integrity with independent and collective  
knowledge.   

SEEK KNOWLEDGE. 
 

  
OUR QUEST IS EXCELLENCE.    

Demonstrate personal integrity in being the best you can be.   



ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE. 
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ATTENDANCE & ABSENCE 

Regular daily attendance is of great importance.  We can’t possibly prepare you for 
the next grade if you’re not here.  You must attend school regularly in order to be 
successful.  When you miss school, you fall behind.  If you don’t make up the work 
you may receive a failing grade.  Failing grades will stop you from participating in 
activities and from graduating.  There is a direct connection between grades and 
attendance.  Students with good grades rarely miss school.  Students with poor 
grades are often absent more than those with good grades.  It makes sense.  Which 
kind of student are you?  Perfect Attendance is rewarded quarterly, every semester, 
and yearly!  
 
The State of California considers four (3) or more absences per school year to be excessive and 
subject to attendance monitoring and intervention.  The State of California also considers four (3) 
or more incidents of absence (or tardy of 30 minutes or more per day) to be excessive and subject 
to attendance monitoring and intervention. 
 

TRUANCY 

Truancy (ditching or cutting school or class) is considered a major offense at BMS.  
Truancy is against the law and causes you to be referred to the School Attendance 
Review Board (SARB) and to law enforcement agencies.  In addition, we require that 
all truancies be made up at Saturday School at a rate of three Saturdays for one day 
of truancy or one Saturday for a period of truancy. Habitual truancy will result in 
restriction from the 8th Graduation Ceremony and related activities as well.  Don’t cut 
school.  It’s not worth it.  
 

TARDINESS 

You must be on time for class!  We simply cannot start class over again for students 
who arrive late.  Our instructional periods are 45 minutes in length and every minute 
is of great importance.  You must be on time!  When you come in late, you disturb 
everyone.  To “encourage” you to get to class on time, we have some pretty strict 
penalties for tardiness and we rarely accept excuses.  For every TARDY students will 
be given a lunch detention. 
 

                “Do a little more each day than you think you can.”    



Lowell Thomas 
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   “The secret is to believe you can succeed.” Anonymous 
 
 

ACADEMIC PROGRESS 
 
Your academic progress is monitored very carefully at BMS because we want you to 
succeed.  “We are relentless about success.”  Report Cards are mailed home four times per 
year following each quarter (see the calendar for quarter and other important dates).  
Progress Reports are mailed home four times per year half way through each quarter.  A 
minimum of eight grade reports are mailed home each year.  You can’t hide your grades!  
Your parents will have access to AERIES which will tell them how many assignments you are 
missing and what your grade is at the time they inquire!  In addition, regular grade checks 
are conducted about every two weeks at which time your grades are posted in each of your 
classes.  Many of your teachers will provide you with a grade report for their class at grade 
check time.  Your parents may request a “Weekly Grade Check” every Friday by contacting 
the counselor or vice principal, or by simply telling you to do it (the Weekly Grade Check 
Form is available in the “Form Rack” at Student Services).   
 
 
 You can be anything you want to be, do anything you set out to  

accomplish if you hold to that desire with singleness of purpose.”   
William Adams  

 

 

ACADEMIC ELIGIBILITY 
 
You must make a “C” or better grade in all classes in order to be eligible for 
ANYTHING.  To participate in Main EVENTS, incentive dances, sports, contests, 
competitions, tournaments, pep rallies – EVERYTHING, you must have no grade less 
than a “C”.  “C” or better grades – EVERYTHING IS COOL!  Less than a “C” grade in 
anything – you’ve got a problem. 
 
Students earning less than “C” grades will be scheduled for tutorial classes.  The 
purpose of the tutorial classes is to help you get your grades up so you can 
participate in all of the cool stuff.  Tutorials aren’t punishment.  They’re intended to 



give you another chance and the help you need to succeed.  Remember, “We are 
relentless about success” around here.  We will do everything possible to help you 
succeed and be eligible to participate.  You can do it.  Most students maintain 
eligibility throughout the year 
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“Be more concerned with your character than with your reputation.   
Your character is who you really are, while your reputation is merely  

what others think you are.” Anonymous 
 

 

HOMEWORK 
 
You can expect regular homework.  In most cases, you’ll have homework 4 nights a 
week.  Sometimes you may also have homework on weekends.  Most of your 
homework assignments are designed and coordinated to take no more than 120 
minutes daily (together).  If you find that your homework is taking more than 120 
minutes daily on a regular basis, tell your teacher or come see the counselor or vice 
principal.  They’ll try to help you solve the problem.  If you let your homework pile 
up, by skipping a few nights, you’ll end up with tons of homework to do in one night.  
If this happens, you might not get it all done or you might not do well.  In either case, 
your grade may be affected.  Don’t let your homework pile up.  Get organized and 
stay on top of your homework assignments.  Use your binder and planner to help you 
stay on top of your homework. 
 

Homework is not given without a reason and it is expected that all homework will be 
completed well and returned to class on time.  You won’t get away with not doing 
your homework.  If you don’t return your homework regularly, you will be assigned 
detention.   
 
 MATHEMATICS   45 MINUTES 4 NIGHTS A WEEK 
 LANGUAGE ARTS  45 MINUTES 4 NIGHTS A WEEK 
 HISTORY & SCIENCE  40 MINUTES A WEEK EACH 
 ELECTIVE CLASSES   40 MINUTES A WEEK  
          

 
 

Our tradition is HONOR.  Our shield is KNOWLEDGE.   
Our quest is EXCELLENCE. 

    BMS 



 

     Conduct yourself in a manner worthy 
of the BMS Code of Honor and 

the BMS Motto. 
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TIPS FOR SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETING HOMEWORK 
 

• ASK for help if you’re not sure what to do or how to do it BEFORE you leave your classroom. 
 
• FIND a quiet place at home or at school that is free from distractions (like friends, TV, and  

X Box) to do your homework.  One to two hours of homework per night is normal for middle 
school.  If you have less than that, either you’re not doing your best or you can consider 
yourself lucky. 

 
• DON’T WAIT until the last minute to do your homework.  Work on long term assignments a 
 little each night until completed.  If you wait and something goes wrong, you may fail 
 your assignment or be buried in homework from other classes. 
 
• GET HELP if you’re stuck on your homework.  Ask your parents, a brother or sister, or call  a 
friend.  If you still don’t know what to do, do what you think is right.  Explain your  
         problem to your teacher the next day.  Turning in something is way better than turning in 
 nothing.  It will show your teacher that you tried.  Turning in nothing shows your teacher
  that you didn’t try or don’t care. 
 
• COMPLETE your homework to the best of your ability.  Keep it neat and readable.  Be  sure to put 
your name, date, and period on the top of the assignment. 
 
• PUT your homework in a place where you can find it to complete it and to turn it in when it’s  

due.  
 
• TAKE your completed homework assignment to class.  You must have it with you in order to 
 turn it in to your teacher.  Double check.   
 
• TURN IT IN on time.  Your teachers are wise to all of the lame excuses that you might use  

(They tried it when they were kids, too.  It didn’t work then either.)  There are NO 
acceptable excuses for NOT returning your homework on time. 

 
• BE ACCOUNTABLE for completing your homework – It’s the responsible thing to do.   If  

you don’t do it at home or in one of our homework programs, you will have to complete it 
on your own time during the school day.  All assignments MUST be completed and TURNED 
IN.  NO EXCUSES.  Do it NOW or do it LATER.  Either way, you’ll have to do it.  You may be 



pulled out of a non-core course to complete missing homework assignments.  Not doing the 
work is not acceptable. 

 
• REMEMBER that turning in homework is IMPORTANT.  Getting a low grade on your  

homework is actually better than getting a 50% for not turning it in. Turn in all your work!
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THE BMS CODE OF HONOR 

The Burton Middle School Code of Honor and the BMS Motto are the same.  These 
statements support our schools unifying vision, motto, and core values.  It is 
expected that all BMS students and staff will practice the BMS Code of Honor at all 
times.  An explanation of the BMS Code of Honor is stated below: 
 

                      Our tradition is HONOR. 
 Our shield is KNOWLEDGE. 
 Our quest is EXCELLENCE. 

I understand that these important and expected behaviors require me to think before I act 
and to consider the impact of my actions on others before I act.  Secondly, I understand 
that I am expected to be truthful at all times and in all ways.  Thirdly, I understand that I am 
expected to conduct myself in a respectful, responsible, loyal, and tolerant manner at all 
times.  I am expected to demonstrate personal integrity in thought and action, personal and 
collective knowledge, and by being the best I can be. 
 
• I understand that I choose not follow the BMS code of honor I will receive Consequences! 

Consequences will cause infractions that could lead to limited or no participation in any 
incentives or events on campus and an accumulation of multiple consequences in any class 
will lead to placement in our District Community Day School (CDS).  Parental notice is sent 
after each “unacceptable behavior incident” by mail and after the second consequence; a 
parent conference will be requested. 
 

• I understand and agree that by placing my name on any assignment or test, I certify that  
the assignment or test submitted represents my BEST EFFORT and that I did not cheat by 
giving or receiving unauthorized help on the test or assignment.  My word is my bond. 
 

• I acknowledge that a violation of the CODE OF HONOR will consist of: 
  • Less than honorable action: 

• Theft or destruction of another person’s property or the school’s property 
  • Lying to any member of the school’s faculty, staff, or student body. 
  • Forgery. 



  • The libel and/or slander (untrue and unkind remarks) of another person. 
  • Cheating in any form (giving or receiving unauthorized assistance). 
  • Disrespectful behavior 
  • Seeking less than knowledge 
  • Irresponsible academic effort 
  •The pursuit of less than excellence 

• Failure to seek your personal best 
• Failure to help my classmates live up to the CODE OF HONOR. 
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THE BMS SCHOOL RULES 

Our School Rules, Code of Honor, and School Motto ask the same for all students.  
Conduct yourself in a manner worthy of the BMS Code of Honor and School Motto.  
If you live by our Code of Honor and School Motto, you WILL comply with the school 
rules.  Here is an explanation of how they all work together and what is expected of 
each and every student attending BMS: 
 
 

OUR TRADITION IS HONOR.   
You continue our tradition of honor when you:   

• are considerate of others;  
• think about the outcome of your intended action before acting; 
• are thoughtful enough to put the needs of others ahead of yours; 
• make honesty a habit, correctness a ritual; 
• develop the custom of respectful and responsible acts; and, 
• are worthy of the trust and honor that others find in you.   

Demonstrate personal integrity in thought and action.   
ACT HONORABLY. 
 
 

OUR SHIELD IS KNOWLEDGE.   
Knowledge will be your shield when you:  

• come to class on time prepared to learn; 
• are diligent in study and compliant with directions; 
• learn all you can possibly learn and then a little more; 
• use knowledge to shelter you from the unexpected; 
• focused on the prize of success and personal best; and, 
• let knowledge be the highway to your future.   

Demonstrate personal integrity with independent and collective knowledge.   
SEEK KNOWLEDGE. 
 
 

OUR QUEST IS EXCELLENCE.    



To make excellence your quest you must:  
• consistently reach for your personal best; 
• pursue quality in all that you seek; 
• lead others to honor and greatness; 
• add to the value of our society; 
• be a lighthouse in your community;  
• ask for help when you’re stuck or in a jam; and, 
• never, never, never give up. 

Demonstrate personal integrity in being the best you can be.   
ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE.         
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BMS SCHOOL RULES (Continued) 

Our goal is to maximize every student’s opportunity for learning while at BMS.  This 
is possible only with the cooperation and effort of each student, parent, and staff 
member.  I want you to be fully aware of what is expected of each and every student 
attending BMS: 

 
 
 
 

Our tradition is HONOR.  ACT HONORABLY. 
• BMS students are expected to be respectful at all times toward all other students,  

staff and guests.  There is no excuse for disrespectful behavior.  There are no  
exceptions to this direction. 

• Any use of profane or vulgar language is unacceptable. 
• Any inappropriate display of public affection is unacceptable. 
• The libel and slander (use of untrue and/or unkind remarks or name calling) of  

another person is unacceptable. 
   • Refusal to follow directions is unacceptable. 
 • BMS students are expected to keep their hands, feet, and objects to themselves  
  at all times.  Horseplay that may result in injury is prohibited. 

• Spitting, throwing objects, hitting, and pushing are unacceptable. 
• BMS students are expected to be honest. 

•  Theft is unacceptable.  
•  The destruction of personal or school property is unacceptable.  
•  Forgery is unacceptable. 
•  Cheating in any form is unacceptable. 
•  Lying to any member of the school’s faculty, staff, or student body is unacceptable. 

• BMS students are expected to be responsible. 
• Eating sunflower seeds with shells on campus is unacceptable. 
• The intentional breaking of the laws of the State of California is unacceptable. 

   • Littering is unacceptable. 
 

Our shield is KNOWLEDGE.  SEEK KNOWLEDGE. 
 • BMS students are expected to be diligent in study and compliant with the  

directions of the school staff at all times. 
• Academic irresponsibility is unacceptable. 

 • BMS students are expected to have and use a student binder (appropriately  



equipped with a planner, dividers, paper, pencils, and/or pens) at all times. 
• Arriving at class without the proper tools to work is unacceptable. 

• BMS students are expected to arrive to class on time prepared to work. 
   • Arriving late for class is unacceptable. 
 

Our quest is EXCELLENCE.  ACHIEVE EXCELLENCE. 
• BMS students are expected to always seek their personal best. 
  • Doing less than you are capable of doing is unacceptable. 
  • Encouraging others to less than their best is unacceptable. 
  • Failure is unacceptable. 
• BMS students are expected to live by the BMS CODE OF HONOR. 
  • Anything less than living by the BMS Code of Honor is unacceptable. 
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BICYCLES – SKATEBOARDS – SCOOTERS 
You are welcome to ride your bicycle to school.  The same goes for riding your skateboard, scooter, 
or roller blades to school – just be careful and observe some simple directions about what to do 
with them once you get to school.  A fenced bike rack is located between the BULLDOG GYM and 
the parking lot.  A lock is a MUST.  Skateboard/scooter-racks are mounted in the bike rack area.  
These specially designed racks will permit the secure storage of your skateboard or scooter, too.  
You may secure your skateboard in the skateboard-rack with a padlock.  We have no secure 
storage for roller blades.  Bikes, skateboards and scooters, may not be ridden in the parking lot or 
on campus. 
 
THE BMS DRESS CODE 
• You must dress MODESTLY & safely for school and in such a way as not to limit your participation in  

regular school activities and programs. 
• Shoes must be worn at all times.  You can wear stylish shoes if you bring along sneakers for PE.   

Students must be able to participate safely.  Flip-flops and backless shoes are prohibited. 
• Clothing and jewelry may not advocate, promote, or advertise racial, ethnic, or religious prejudice,  

or other unlawful acts, or the use of tobacco, drugs, or alcohol or contain sexual messages. 
• Hats and sunglasses may not be worn inside classrooms.  Bills on hats must be facing forward at  

all times. (ONLY ALL BLACK OR BMS HATS AND BEANIES MAY BE WORN AT  
  SCHOOL)   

• All clothing must be clean and sufficient to conceal undergarments at all times. 
• Low cut shirts, see-through and fishnet shirts, bare midriff shirts; tube tops, racer backs and  

halter tops are prohibited. Doubled (two) tank tops with a minimum 1 inch strap are permitted. 
• Shorts must have a minimum 3 ½ inch inseam!  Shorts, skirts and dresses must be long enough to cover  

undergarments while standing, sitting, and/or bending.  MODESTY IS REQUIRED 
• Pants must be worn on the waist.  “Saggy” pants that expose underwear are prohibited. 
• Clothing/Jewelry that may be a potential weapon (steel-toed shoes, wallet or other chains, items with  

spikes or studs) is prohibited. 
• Piercings may be worn in ears only.  Observable piercings worn in other locations are prohibited  

and must be removed no exceptions. Students will be sent to In-School Suspension until  
piercing is removed. No gauges, spikes, or sharp pointed earrings are permitted.  

• Gang related clothing of any kind is prohibited, including oversized, plain white t-shirts or baggy  



pants/shorts.  Students may only wear 1 red item each day.  Students who wear red or blue every 
day, to signify gang affiliation, will be placed on a gang affiliation contract and will not be allowed to 
wear red or blue at all. 

• Your hair must be clean and groomed and may not interfere with the educational process, no hair  
dye of unnatural color (purple, green, yellow, red, blue, orange, etc.) or extensions, or  
distracting hair styles.  Students will be placed in In-School Suspension until hair color is removed. 

• Any clothing, hairstyle, cosmetic, accessory, or jewelry, even if not specifically mentioned above,  
that creates a safety or health concern, draws undue attention to the wearer, or tends to detract 
from the educational process, is prohibited. 

• Uncovered and/or visible tattoos are not permitted.  Writing and/or drawing on your body or clothing  
(or that of anyone else) is prohibited. 

• Use your head on appropriate dress.  You already know what is appropriate.  Make wise decisions and 
avoid embarrassing situations.  Students violating the BMS Dress Code will be required to wear BMS 
provided clothing.  Parents may be called for appropriate clothing be brought to school for the student to 
wear for the remainder of the day. Continued violation of the BMS Dress Code will be considered defiance 
and will warrant consequences.  You may be suspended for defiance.  Repeated suspensions will affect your 
eligibility to participate in student activities, sports, and graduation. 
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TELEPHONE USE 
 

We have telephones – lots of them – and they’re always busy.  School telephones are for school business.  If 
you have a “REALLY GOOD” reason to use the phone and you’re not missing important class time, you may 
use one of our telephones.  You cannot use school telephones to make arrangements to go home with 
someone else or to take care of other personal business.  You may not use school phones to order a lunch 
delivery.  Students may use classroom telephones only when directed by the classroom teacher.  If your 
parents call and leave a message, it will be delivered to your classroom during the last 5 minutes of the 
period ONLY.   
 

ELECTRONICS DEVICES  
Electronic devices (PSP, personal Ipod players, etc.) are not permitted on campus because they 
create disruptions in classrooms and consume valuable school time when lost or stolen.  Electronic 
devices are not permitted on campus and will be confiscated when heard or observed.  Electronic 
devices that are not seen or heard are not a problem. Kindle or reading devices must be cleared 
with the teacher or administration.  
 

CELL PHONES 
Cell phones are allowed on campus.  Students may use their cell phone responsibly in the BMS 
quad during brunch and lunch time ONLY. Responsible use means not taking anyone’s picture 
without their permission, using earbuds for music and videos, and refraining from any 
unkind/inappropriate texting or comments on social media.  
Cell phones will be confiscated when heard or observed during class time, passing periods, and PE.  
If you have a cell phone with you, it will not cause a problem if it is turned off and invisible.  
If your cell phone is heard or seen, it will be taken from you with the following consequence:  
  1st time – your cell phone will be returned to you at the end of the school day 

2nd time – your cell phone will be returned only to your parent at the end of the school day 
and you will receive a referral for defiance   



3rd time - your cell phone will be returned only to your parent at the end of the school day 
Tuesday and Thursdays from 3:20-4:00 and a parent meeting will be held with the vice 
principal.  

BMS is not responsible for lost, stolen or damaged cell phones or any electronic device.  Cyber 
Bullying will not be tolerated; all infractions will be reported to the Porterville police Department.   
 

HANGIN’ OUT WITH YOUR FRIENDS 
We know you love us, but, when school is out, you have to go to one of our after-school programs or go 
home.  Our grounds are to be vacated by 3:30 PM (15 minutes after school is out), except for those who 
remain to participate in one of our athletic programs, clubs, or study hall.  If you’re still here after 3:30 PM, 
you will be placed in an after-school program. 

MONEY, MONEY, MONEY  
Breakfast costs $1.25.  Lunch costs $2.50.  You may want some money to purchase snacks or school supplies 
at the student store.  Please don’t carry large amounts of money.  Gambling in any form is prohibited on 
campus.  Students are not permitted to sell merchandise from home or from any organization not related to 
BMS while on campus.   
  

 
 
 

IF YOU NEED TO LEAVE EARLY 
 
You need approval from the office to leave campus early.  If you take off without 
getting permission, we will consider you truant (and you know what that means – 
read the section on Truancy).  We need to know where you are for your protection 
and ours.  Besides, we’ll miss you.  So, if you have something important to do, or 
don’t feel well, or miss your mom – come talk to us, we’ll help you solve the problem 
and make appropriate arrangements. 
 
You may leave campus only if your parent comes to get you.  You may not leave 
campus with anyone not on your emergency card (even if you have a note that says 
it’s OK).  This means that you can go to lunch with your mom, but not with your 
friend and his/her mom.  All students leaving campus are required to sign-out before 
leaving and to sign-in upon return.  

 

STUDENT IDENTIFICATION 
 
Everyone will be given a Student ID card/Honor Card early in the school year for free.  
You will need this card when you check out a book from the Library/Media Center or 
to gain entrance to school events.  Please carry your ID/HONOR Card with you at all 
times while on campus.  You may purchase a replacement card for $5.00. 
 

DELIVERIES AT SCHOOL 
 
Deliveries of non-school related items like flowers, balloons, and gifts will not be 
accepted at school.  On occasion, lunch deliveries by parents (only) will be accepted 



at Student Services, but not delivered to the student.  Students may pick up their 
lunch at Student Services at the appropriate time.  Delivered lunches requiring 
payment upon delivery will not be accepted.  Students may not use school phones to 
order lunch or other deliveries. 
THE BMS LIBRARY/MEDIA CENTER 
 
BMS has a great library for you to use.  Our library is well equipped with text and 
technology.  Please use our library responsibly by returning materials you’ve checked 
out on time and in good order.   
 
 

 “It’s not where you start that counts, it’s where you finish.” 
        Zig Zigler 

 
 
 
 

Burton Middle School 
 

BREAKFAST AND LUNCH 
 
Breakfast and lunch are available for purchase in the BMS CAFETERIA.  Our breakfast 
bar offers a wide selection of breakfast items.    Lunch may be purchased at our “hot 
lunch line” or at any of the 4 outside “speed lines”.  Lunch menus are available 
monthly for students on the bmsbulldogs.org website. 
 

Free and Reduced-Price Meal Applications are available at our Student Services 
Office and will automatically be distributed to all students when they enroll or on the 
first day of school.   
 
BMS students, who forget to bring their lunch money, may “charge” up to five 
dollars.  The loan must be repaid before another meal may be charged.  Any student 
who is ineligible to charge a meal needs to bring a lunch from home or call their 
parents. 
 
We do not have the capacity to deliver lunches to students.  Lunches may be left in 
Student Services to be picked up by students at lunch-time.  Parents may bring lunch 
for their student ONLY- no other students.  Students may not use school phones to 
order lunches for delivery. 
 
     “Shoot for the moon.  Even if you miss, you’ll land among the stars.” 
        Les Brown 
 



 MEDS AT SCHOOL 
 
You may need to take medication while at school.  Don’t worry.   We do this kind of 
thing all the time without embarrassing anyone.  Come to the Student Services office 
and take your medications or test as scheduled.   
 
In order to dispense meds at school, we need a note from your doctor and we need 
the medication in the original container (the one that says how often and how many 
to take).  Once we have this information, you’re in business.  Have your doctor fax it 
to us at 788.6424.  
 

“You don’t get respect because you want it.  You get  
respect because you earn it.” 

         Anonymous 
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“All our dreams can come true – if we have the courage to pursue them.” 

          Walt Disney 

 
STUDENT ACTIVITIES AND CLUBS 
 

There are so many things going on at BMS.  You’ll be impressed by so many activities 
and opportunities in which you can get involved.  Nearly every Friday, we have some 
kind of MAIN EVENT (wild and crazy games).  About every other Friday, we’ll have an 
incentive activity for all students who have “C” or better grades in all classes.  About 
once per month we’ll have a dance.  About once a month we’ll have a “theme week” 
activity.  We’re always having some kind of crazy game or competition or 
tournament.  We’ll have athletic PEP rallies for our teams and Academic PEP Rallies 
to recognize good work.  We even have several night events throughout the year in 
which you may participate.   You won’t want to miss out on all this fun stuff (HINT – 
keep your grades up). 
 
Watch for the BMS Club RUSH Event coming in August.  At this event, we’ll introduce 
all our clubs to you, give you a chance to learn about them, and sign up for those in 
which you are interested.  Most clubs meet during the lunch period and sometimes 
sponsor a number of extra curricular events.   
 
 



 

   “Do not let what you can’t do interfere with what you can do.” 
        John Wooden 
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PROMOTION, DIPLOMA, & 8TH GRADE  
   FAREWELL CELEBRATION REQUIREMENTS 

 
 

    PROMOTION      To be PROMOTED to the next grade, a student must meet one or  
  More of the PROMOTION standards for each subject below: 
 
        READING (Student MUST meet any one of the following criteria.)          7th grade        8th grade 

• Language Arts course grade (minimum)           C                C 
• ILP/IEP Goals          achieved           achieved 

 
        WRITING (Student MUST meet any one of the following criteria.)  7th grade        8th grade 

• Language Arts course grade (minimum)           C  C 
• ILP/IEP Goals          achieved           achieved 

 
        MATHEMATICS  (Student MUST meet any one of the following criteria.)  7th grade        8th grade 

• Mathematics course grade (minimum)           C                 C 
• ILP/IEP Goals                       achieved           achieved 
 

        Science & History       7th grade        8th grade 
 -District Benchmark           Pass  Pass 
 -Course Grade (minimum)            C                C 

 
 

  DIPLOMA      To earn an 8th Grade DIPLOMA, a student must meet ALL   
       PROMOTION standards and ALL of the following DIPLOMA       
       standards: 

• The students MUST have a passing grade each semester in ALL classes in both 7th and 8th grades 



• 2 years (4 semesters) of Language Arts  • 2 years (4 semesters) of Mathematics 
• 2 years (4 semesters) of History Social Science • 2 years (4 semesters) of Science 
• 2 years (4 semesters) of Physical Education  • 2 years (4 semesters) of Elective  

 
 

GRADUATION To participate in the 8th Grade Graduation Ceremony, a student 
must meet ALL PROMOTION standards, ALL DIPLOMA standards, 
and ALL Graduation Criteria: 

 
• Must have paid all school debts (cash only after May 1). 
• Must have returned all school property. 
• Must not be on suspension at the time of the event. 
• Must have no more than two (2) incidents of suspension, no CDS suspensions, and no expellable offenses. 
• Must have 95% attendance (tardies and period absences combined) during their 7th and 8th grade years 

 
Magic Mountain: 

• Must have paid all school debts (cash only after May 1). 
• Must have returned all school property. 
• Must not be on suspension at the time of the event. 
• Must have no more than two (2) incidents of suspension, no CDS suspensions, and no expellable offenses. 

 • Must have a “C” or higher in every class. 
• Must have 90% attendance (tardies and period absences combined) during their 7th and 8th grade years 

  
Dinner Dance: 

• Must not be on suspension at the time of the event. 
• Must have no more than two (2) incidents of suspension, no CDS suspensions, and no expellable offenses. 
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TOOLS OF THE TRADE 
 
Here are some things you’ll need to have with you EVERYDAY.   
IF YOU DON’T HAVE YOUR iPAD YOU WILL CALL YOUR PARENTS TO 
BRING IT! 
 

1. Your iPad, fully charged! 
 

 2. 2 pens and 2 pencils minimum at all times. 

 3.  Homework, classwork, and written assignments. 

 
 “Whether you think you can or you can’t, you’re right. 
       Henry Ford 
 
 

AFTER SCHOOL PROGRAMS 



 
We are pleased to offer you a variety of after-school programs in which you may 
choose to participate.  Boys & Girls Club will be available to students at no cost!  
We’ve also got an outstanding athletic program.  We offer football, volleyball, cross-
country, soccer, basketball, wrestling, baseball, softball, and track and field.  Our 
teams generally practice daily after school.  We are members of the Whitney League 
and will play schools from throughout Tulare County.  Some games are home and 
some are away.  Coaches will provide you with a practice and game schedule once 
the season begins.  Eligibility requirements apply to sports – you have to earn “C” or 
better grades to participate.  If your grades are lacking, but you’d like to play, be sure 
to see the counselor or vice principal.  They may be able to help with a plan to get 
eligible as soon as possible. 
 
 

“If you don’t’ take a chance, you don’t’ stand a chance.” 
        Anonymous 
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HEALTH SERVICES (NEW REQUIREMENT) 
All 7th & 8th Grade students must have the DTAP shot before entering school! 
All 7th grade students are required to have begun the Hepatitis B immunization series 
before starting 7th grade.  This series of immunizations consists of three injections 
given over a six-month period of time.  Students who have not started the series or 
who become overdue for the “next” immunization will be excluded from school until 
the immunization is received.  Please keep our office informed of any Hepatitis B 
immunizations received to avoid exclusion.   Ask your doctor to fax the information 
to us at 788.6424. 
 
 

“Conduct yourself in a manner worthy of the 
                        BMS MOTTO: 
                                “DREAM IT! 

LIVE IT! 



 DO IT!” 
    

 
PARENT CONNECTIONS 
  
There are many opportunities for parents to be involved at BMS.  You may be 
interested in participating as: 

· A volunteer     
· Bulldog Band Boosters member      
· School Site Council member 
· BMS PTA member 
· 8th Grade Graduation Committee   
· Field Trip Chaperone 
· Tutor         
· English Learner Advisory Committee member 

  
We hope to have good communication with BMS parents about student progress and 
other important issues.  Don’t be alarmed if you receive a phone call from someone 
at school about your child.  Our goal in communicating with you is to  

solve a problem or describe a success.  We view parents as “a part of the solution” 
with what’s happening at school.  You may be asked to attend a Student Study Team 
(SST) Meeting.  This is an opportunity for you to meet with all of your child’s teachers 
and your child at the same time.  We have SST Meetings after school (only) so as 
many of your child’s teachers may attend.   
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IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS 
 These numbers may help you get immediate answers to your questions  

that arise in regard to student nutrition and transportation: 
 

Burton Student Nutrition Services  782.5948 
Burton Schools Transportation  782.5949 

 

  


